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About this learning unit
CONTENT DESCRIPTION LEARNING OUTCOMES STUDENT WORKLOAD

❖ Key terminology of
sustainability and
sustainable development

❖ Characteristics of
sustainability in the textile
and clothing industry

❖ Different dimensions of
sustainable development

❖ The UN's 17 sustainable
development goals and their
connection to the textile and
clothing industry
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After completing the unit, the 
student:

❖ Understands and can present
key terms of sustainable
development

❖ Can describe and explain the
characteristics of sustainable
development in the textile and
clothing industry

❖ Knows the 4 dimensions of
sustainable development

❖ Understands and knows how
to create connections
between the UN sustainable
development goals and the
textile and clothing industry

The learning unit corresponds to 
one (1) ECTS, approximately 27 
hours.



The next 10 minutes

Think independently or with another student:

What comes to mind when you think of the 
words: sustainability, sustainable development 
and responsibility?

Write down your thoughts and present them to 
the group in a joint discussion.

"Sustainability graphic on Performance.gov" by 
Innov8social is licensed under CC BY 2.0.
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What does sustainable development mean?

Assignment:



Definition of sustainable development
Sustainable development refers to the development of society and the 
economy in such a way that the needs of current generations are met 
without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs.

EU comission

Sustainable development is global, regional and local continuous and 
controlled social change, the goal of which is to secure good living 
opportunities for current and future generations. This also means that the 
environment, people and the economy are taken into account equally in 
decision-making and operations.

Ministry of the Environment of Finland
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https://commission.europa.eu/publications/sustainable-europe-2030_fi#:%7E:text=Kest%C3%A4v%C3%A4ll%C3%A4%20kehityksell%C3%A4%20tarkoitetaan%20yhteiskunnan%20ja%20talouden%20kehitt%C3%A4mist%C3%A4%20niin%2C,periaate%20on%20jo%20pitk%C3%A4%C3%A4n%20otettu%20huomioon%20EU%3An%20politiikassa.
https://ym.fi/mita-on-kestava-kehitys
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… definition of sustainable development

Sustainable development refers to locally, regionally and globally guided change, 
the goal of which is to preserve and guarantee good life opportunities for current 
and future generations. 

Guaranteeing future needs and good living conditions requires that in decision-making 
and operations, within the limits set by nature's carrying capacity and the preservation 
of diversity, the environment, people and the economy are equally 
taken into account, both on a local and global level. 

Sustainable development is indeed a goal that intersects many different perspectives, 
which is divided into four different dimensions: ecological, economic, social and 
cultural sustainability.

The Finnish Board of Education

https://www.oph.fi/fi/opettajat-ja-kasvattajat/kestavan-kehityksen-keskeiset-kasitteet


Dimensions of sustainable development

The 4 sustainable dimensions can be considered 
in different viewpoints, as in the images on right.

1. Environmental sustainability

2. Economical sustainability

3. Social sustainability

4. Cultural sustainability, usually considered to
be part of social sustainability
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Social Sustainability Concepts and Benchmarks W&M 

Sustainability

https://wmblogs.wm.edu/sustainability/understanding-the-breadth-of-sustainability/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648782/IPOL_STU(2020)648782_EN.pdf


1. Environmental sustainability

❖ Environmental / ecological sustainability is one of the four 
dimensions of sustainable development and at the same time its 
basis. Its prerequisite is the transformation of the world of 
values and attitudes to include the intrinsic value of nature, and 
the adaptation of human economic and material activities to the 
renewal and sustainability of nature and the environment.

❖ The goal of ecological sustainability is to preserve the diversity 
of plant and animal species and the functioning of ecosystems 
and to use natural resources sustainably. People's well-being 
and its dimensions (social, cultural, economic) are based on 
ecological sustainability.

8

The Finnish Board of Education

environment

social & 
cultural 

structures

economy

https://www.oph.fi/fi/opettajat-ja-kasvattajat/kestavan-kehityksen-keskeiset-kasitteet


❖ Economic sustainability means balanced, sustainable growth that is not
based on long-term indebtedness or the overuse or destruction of capital,
such as natural resources.

❖ A sustainable economy is a prerequisite for the central functions of
society and the promotion of national well-being. Economic development
is sustainable when the earth's resources have time to renew themselves
faster than they are used.

❖ A sustainable economy includes reasonable use of non-renewable natural
resources, use of renewable natural resources, waste minimization and
efficient recycling. A sustainable economy is especially the basis of social
sustainability, and the promotion of social sustainability in turn prevents
difficulties arising in the changing world economy.
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2. Economic sustainability

The Finnish Board of Education

https://www.oph.fi/fi/opettajat-ja-kasvattajat/kestavan-kehityksen-keskeiset-kasitteet


❖ Social sustainability refers to the transfer and development of
well-being conditions from one generation to the next. Its goal is
to reduce inequality in the well-being and participation of
individuals. Socially sustainable development requires the equality
and equality of the members of society as well as the realization of
basic rights and the basic conditions of life.

❖ Population growth, poverty, insufficient food and health care,
gender inequality and deficiencies in the organization of education
are examples of global social sustainability challenges.
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Social Sustainability Concepts and Benchmarks

3. Social sustainability

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648782/IPOL_STU(2020)648782_EN.pdf


❖ Cultural sustainability guarantees the development and
preservation of cultures from one generation to the next.
From the point of view of cultural heritage, cultural
sustainability means nurturing and passing on languages,
traditions and customs, valuing diversity and respecting all
rights.

❖ In addition to nurturing cultural heritage, the goal of cultural
sustainability is to promote coexistence between different
cultures. Therefore, the promotion of peace, human rights
and cooperation are also a significant part of cultural
sustainability.
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4. Cultural sustainability

The Finnish Board of Education

https://www.oph.fi/fi/opettajat-ja-kasvattajat/kestavan-kehityksen-keskeiset-kasitteet


Examples of dimensions of sustainable 
development in the textile and fashion industry

Think with a pair or in a small group about examples 
of what kind of phenomena/stages of the life cycle the 
different dimensions of sustainable development are 
realized or are challenging in the textile and clothing 
sector.

Write down your thoughts and present 
them to the group in a joint discussion.
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Assignment:



The life cycle of textile and clothing products
1. Fibre and yarn production (planting, collecting, spinning, dyeing, 

finishing)

2. Fabric production (weaving, knitting, nonwoven, dyeing, finishing)

3. Product manufacturing, finishing and packing

4. Transportation*

5. Sale

6. Use and care

7. End of life cycle: reuse, recycling or disposal by incineration or landfill

*Transportation and storage must be taken into account between all
stages of the life cycle.
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A systematic review of the life cycle inventory of clothing

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652621030481#sec2
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… the life cycle of textile and clothing products

Image by SusTexEdu

Raw material

Fibre and yarn 
production

Manufacturing textile products 
as fabrics and garments 

Packing and 
transportation

Sale

Use and care

End of cycle



Materials

❖ All fibres have some negative effects on
the environment

❖ The effects concern e.g.
• use of natural resources; cultivation,

irrigation, fertilizers, pesticides
• fibre and yarn production methods
• fabric manufacturing methods
• dyeing and finishing methods,

chemicals used
• working conditions of employees
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Life Cycle Assessment of Textile Products, Eco-efficiency …| 
CORDIS | European Commission (europa.eu)

 Issues to consider, when
choosing materials e.g.:
• virgin fibres - recycled fibres

• renewable or non-renewable
fibres – new fibre innovations

• fibre blends – solid materials

 Issues to remember, when choosing
materials e.g.:

• accessories, their suitability

• … and overall quality to increase
the life time of the textile

Photo by SusTexEdu

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/628


Design & Manufacturing 

❖ Design: the suitability to the intended use and
markets, visual and technical quality, sustainability in
material choices and outlook of the product.

❖ Pattern making and layout: fit, functionality,
minimization of cutting waste

❖ Technical design and production: functionality and
durability of structures, visual quality of sewing work

❖ The manufacturing company: working conditions,
workforce, energy and water consumption, emissions
to the environment, security of delivery, quality,
pricing

16Photo by SusTexEdu



Transportation and storage
Opportunities and challenges:

❖ Transporting more materials/products at a time
decreases the environmental load and costs of the
transportation, but increases the storage.

❖ Short distance between work stages of the
production process decreases the environmental
load.

❖ Simple local production is easier to monitor, but
may meet challenges in pricing and in standard of
collections, especially in demanding fashion
markets.

17Photo by SusTexEdu



Sale 

❖ A slower cycle of collections enables manufacturing to
order and smaller stocks - products do not get unsold.
What happens to the unsold?

❖ The effect of slow pace on production volumes sets
however challenges to the pricing.
Why is that?

❖ Retail also needs reliable marketing, which meets the
target group.

18
Photo by SusTexEdu 

on the store of AnkiRugs in Helsinki (FI)



Purchase, use, care and disposal

There are several ways to help as a consumer.
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Assignment:

Think with a pair or in a small group about the consuming 

habits of your generation. How is it now, and what could 

be done better for reducing the consumption?

Write down your thoughts and present 
them to the group in a joint discussion.

More about on UN pages

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/


EU strategy for sustainable and circular 
textiles

❖ Textiles are to be made more durable, repairable, reusable
and recyclable, tackle fast fashion and speed up
innovations in the sector.

❖ The new strategy includes requirements for more
ecological design of textiles, clearer sharing of information
and a digital product passport. In addition, companies are
required to bear their responsibilities and act to minimize
their carbon and environmental footprints.
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How is the EU making fashion sustainable?

EU

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/reset-trend/how-eu-making-fashion-sustainable_en


Design
❖ EU: the goal is to make textile products last longer by setting design

requirements for textile and clothing products.

❖ Up to 80%* of the environmental impact of a product's life cycle is defined
in the design phase.

❖ Textiles must be more durable and easier to repair and recycle.

❖ A minimum requirement is set for the amount of recycled material in the
products.

❖ The product information of textile products is clarified and the digital
product passport tells about the product's environmental factors.
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How is the EU making fashion sustainable? * There have been criticism against the claim of 80%

…EU strategy for sustainable and circular 
textiles

EU

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/reset-trend/how-eu-making-fashion-sustainable_en
https://www.researchgate.net/post/Is-80-of-environmental-impact-determined-during-the-design-phase-or-not


❖ In the renewed EU Waste Framework Directive, the focus is on textile and
food waste.

❖ According to the European Environment Agency, the message of used textiles
outside of Europe has tripled in the last two decades. Fast fashion produces a
huge amount of hard-to-recycle textile waste in the form of overconsumption.

❖ The EU aims to stop the overproduction and overconsumption of clothes.

• New ways are looked for to make producers responsible of their products
even after the sale.

• The new measures also aim to prevent the destruction of unsold and
returned textiles and limit the export of textile waste.

Recycling and waste reduction
EU

EU Waste Framework Directive

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/waste-framework-directive_en


❖ The REACH Regulation provides for the registration, evaluation, authorization
procedures and restrictions of chemicals, as well as information in the supply chain.
REACH stands for Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and restriction of Chemicals.

❖ REACH standards for textiles regulates the use of dangerous chemicals known
as Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC). The content of SVHC in textile products
sold in the EU must be no more than 0.1% of the total product weight. SVHCs may
exhibit various hazardous properties, including:

• Carcinogenicity (the ability to cause cancer)

• Mutagenicity (the ability to induce genetic mutations)

• Toxicity to reproduction (harmful effects on fertility and unborn children)

• Bioaccumulation (the tendency to accumulate in living organisms and move up the
food chain).
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REACH

Reach Compliance for textile production

EU

https://blog.qima.com/lab-testing/overview-reach-svhc
https://blog.qima.com/textile/reach-compliance-for-textiles#:%7E:text=and%20legal%20action.-,REACH%20Standards%20for%20Textiles,of%20the%20total%20product%20weight.


❖ About 8% of European microplastics released to oceans are from synthetic textiles. The
majority of them are released the first few times textiles are washed. Fast fashion accounts
for particularly high levels of such releases because fast fashion garments account for a high
share of first washes, as they are used for only a short time and tend to wear out quickly
due to their low quality.

❖ In 2023, the European Commission adopted a REACH restriction on microplastics
intentionally added to products and a proposal for a regulation on preventing plastic pellet
losses to the environment. These actions will directly contribute to reaching the 30%
reduction target for microplastic releases set out in the Zero Pollution Action Plan

❖ The Commission has been committed to fighting against microplastics pollution already in
the European Green Deal and the Circular Economy Action Plan.

❖ The EU is developing concrete ways to reduce microplastic emissions into waterways with
the help of labels, standards, certificates and regulation.

24

European Environment Agency / MP in textiles 

European Comission, Microplastics

Microplastics EU

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4581
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2345
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_420
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/microplastics-from-textiles-towards-a:%7E:text=According%20to%20Boucher%20and%20Friot,%25%20(UNEP%2C%202018).
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/plastics/microplastics_en


Greenwashing
❖ Consumers' skepticism towards the responsibility claims of business has increased due to

the spread of misleading or "overly optimistic" claims in marketing
❖ The EU has proposed a new directive Green Claims, which is expected to be approved by

the European Parliament by the end of 2024, and member states to be adopted it within
the next two years.

❖ In the future, general sustainability claims based on offsetting emissions or other
environmental effects, such as "carbon neutral", "climate neutral", "climate positive" or
"net zero" are prohibited in business communications.

❖ Only promises and claims based on reliable scientific evidence utilizing the latest technical
knowledge will be accepted, e.g. claims such as "this T-shirt is made from 5 recycled
plastic bottles" are only allowed if the company can verify it.

25

How is the EU making fashion sustainable?

EU´s Green Claims directive
EU

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/reset-trend/how-eu-making-fashion-sustainable_en


Respect for human rights

❖ In May 2024, the Council of the EU approved the long-awaited EU
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD or the
Directive).

❖ The aim of this Directive is to foster sustainable and
responsible corporate behaviour in companies’ operations and
across their global value chains.

❖ The new rules will ensure that companies in scope identify and
address adverse human rights and environmental impacts of
their actions inside and outside Europe.
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Corporate sustainability due diligence

European Commission / CSDDD

EU

https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/doing-business-eu/corporate-sustainability-due-diligence_en


Characteristics of sustainability in the 
textile and clothing industry

Ecological, economic and social sustainability:

❖ Appropriate communication

❖ Corporate and social responsibility

❖ Economically profitable operation

❖ Energy efficient, material and environment saving
production methods

❖ Sustainable design strategies incl. responsible
material choices suitable for their intended use

27
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Environmental impact

Assignment:

How can you reduce the environmental impact of your own activities as 
both professionals in the fashion and textile sector (products and services) 
and as consumers? 

Discuss in small groups, present the key goals.



Terms related to sustainable development
Biodiversity
Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you’ll 
find in one area; the variety of animals, plants, 
fungi, and even micro-organisms like bacteria. 
Each of these species and organisms work 
together in ecosystems, like an intricate web, to 
maintain balance and support life.
Cleantech
A technology, product, service, process or 
closed system that promotes the sustainable use 
of natural resources. It maximizes material, 
water and energy efficiency both financially and 
technologically and at the same time reduces 
emissions to water, air and land. 
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Ecological footprint
The size of the land and water area that is 
needed to produce food, material, and energy 
consumed by a person or a group of people and 
to process waste. According to the WWF, 
humanity's ecological footprint already exceeds 
the earth's sustainability capacity by 25 percent.
Environmental handprint
Environmental handprint describes the environ-
mentally positive factors by which resource 
efficiency is improved and environmental 
burden is reduced while producing a product, 
providing a service or running business more 
competitive than before. 

WWF / Biodiversity Sitra / Cleantech
Ecological footprint. Wackernagel, Kitzes 2008 Global footprint network

Finnish Environment Institute / Env. handprint

https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/what-is-biodiversity#:%7E:text=Biodiversity%20is%20all%20the%20different,maintain%20balance%20and%20support%20life.
https://www.sitra.fi/en/dictionary/cleantech/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/ecological-footprint
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/ecological-footprint/
https://www.syke.fi/download/noname/%7BAB21A41A-CA24-4B18-A216-291AACB1522D%7D/149729
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…terms related to sustainable development
Carbon neutrality

A product, company, municipality or state that 
produces only as much carbon dioxide 
emissions as it can bind, carbon neutral. 

The carbon footprint of a carbon neutral 
product is zero throughout its entire life cycle.

Climate change

Climate change refers to long-term shifts in 
temperatures and weather patterns. Such 
shifts can be natural, due to changes in the 
sun’s activity or large volcanic eruptions. But 
since the 1800s, human activities have been 

the main driver of climate change, primarily 
due to the burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil 
and gas.

The sharing economy
The sharing economy is a peer-to-peer (P2P) 
economic model. It facilitates acquiring, 
providing, or sharing access to goods and 
services. 

Sharing economies have existed throughout 
history, but in modern times the sharing 
economy is experiencing a revival with the 
support of community-based online 
platforms.
Investopedia / terms / the sharing economy

EU/carbon neutrality by 2050

UN. Climate change

https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/sharing-economy.asp#:%7E:text=The%20sharing%20economy%20is%20a,of%20community%2Dbased%20online%20platforms.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/topics/en/article/20190926STO62270/what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-how-can-it-be-achieved-by-2050
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
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Carbon cycle

Fast carbon cycle
● Carbon dioxide in the air

and organic compounds
of organisms

● Carbon sinks bind carbon
by photosynthetis
(forests, seas)

Slow carbon cycle
Fossil fuels are long-term 
stores of carbon

CO
2

CO
2

Breath

fossil fuels

photo-

synthetis

Breath

fossil fuels

photo-synthetis

Image by SusTexEdu

Carbon sinks /  Carbon sources

Carbon sinks /  Carbon sources

…terms related to sustainable development
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Circular economy
The circular economy is about to replace the 
linear economic system that is based on 
consuming materials and discarding them 
after use. 
The circular economy is a system where 
materials never become waste and nature is 
regenerated. In a circular economy, products 
and materials are kept in circulation through 
processes like maintenance, reuse, 
refurbishment, remanufacture, recycling, and 
composting. 
(Look also; recycling; upcycling; downcycling)

…terms related to sustainable development
Environmental ecology

Environmental ecology is the branch of biology 
which studies the interactions among 
organisms and their environment. Objects of 
study include interactions of organisms with 
each other and with abiotic components of 
their environment.

Ellen MacArthur Foundation / Circular Economy

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/circular-economy-introduction/overview
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…terms related to sustainable development
Nutrient cycle
Nutrient cycling ensures the circulation of useful 
nutrients necessary for life in the ecosystem so 
that they are not wasted. Wasted nutrients such 
as phosphorus and nitrogen eutrophication for 
example to waters. 

Finnish Environment Association / ecosystem

Ecosystem
An ecosystem is a community of living 
organisms (plants, animals and microbes) in a 
particular area. The term `eco' refers to a part 
of the world and `system' refers to the 
coordinating units. Shortly, an ecosystem is a 
chain of interactions between an organism 
and its environment.

Ecosystem services are divided into three 
classes: production services, regulatory and 
maintenance services, and cultural services. 
The most concrete of these are the production 
of food and raw materials.

ecosystem

community

population

individual

Image by SusTexEdu

https://www.ymparisto.fi/en/nature-waters-and-seas/natural-diversity/ecosystem-services
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simultaneously determine several 
environmental impacts caused by the entire 
life cycle of a product or service.

…terms related to sustainable development
Life cycle assessment (LCA)

Life cycle assessment is used to study 
complex value chains in order to 
understand their environmental impact. 

It is an important decision-making support 
tool used by political decision-makers, 
authorities, companies and researchers to 
identify and mitigate critical environmental 
impacts caused by human activity. LCA is an 
ISO-standardized, well-established analysis 
method that can be used to 

LCA

Finnish Environment Institute / LCA Image by SusTexEdu

https://www.syke.fi/lca
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Resource wisdom
The ability to use different resources (natural 
resources, raw materials, energy, products and 
services, facilities and time) judiciously. Resource 
wisdom promotes well-being and sustainable 
development.

Side streams
In the manufacturing process of the main 
product, various by-products are often 
generated, such as waste heat. These by-
products are called side streams, which should 
also be reused.

…terms related to sustainable development

Earth´s overshoot day
Calculated, the day of the year when 
humans' ecological footprint exceeds the 
Earth's annual ability to produce renewable 
natural resources and process greenhouse 
gas emissions caused by the use of fossil 
fuels. 
In 2024, the world's Earth's overshoot day 
was 1st of August.

https://overshoot.footprintnetwork.org/Sitra/ resource wisdom

https://overshoot.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.sitra.fi/en/dictionary/resource-wisdom/


Reuse
Reusing means using the material or product as 
it is.

Recycling 
Recycling refers to reusing the material of the 
product either as raw material for the clothing or 
other industries. It means a process where 
materials are collected and transformed into 
new products, otherwise, these products would 
be disposed of in the trash. 
Primary or closed-loop recycling converts a 
material into more of the same material. Level 2 
transforms discarded products into other items, 
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…terms related to sustainable development

even if they are made of the samematerial. 
At level 3, the material can be chemically broken 
down and produce something completely 
different from the original.
Upcycling 
Upcycling is converting of useless material into a 
new form of better quality or greater value. At 
that time e.g. production surplus, by-products or 
scraps are utilized instead of becoming waste.
Downcycling 
Downcycling means converting valuable 
materials into less valuable ones. This improves 
the usability of the original material. Although 
turning a shirt into yarn is possible.

Ellen MacArtur Foundation / about recycling

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/articles/recycling-and-the-circular-economy-whats-the-difference


Zero waste
• For decreasing the amount of waste is seen to

require both producer, political and
community responsibility.

• International definition of zero waste: "The
conservation of all resources by means of
responsible production, consumption, reuse,
and recovery of products, packaging, and
materials without burning and with no
discharges to land, water, or air that threaten
the environment or human health.“

• In production the design is seen to have the
primary impact on the amount of cut waste
and re-usability of the product.

36
Zerowaste.com

Extended producer responsibility (EPR)
Extended producer responsibility is an 
environmental policy approach in which the 
producer's responsibility for the product is 
extended to the stage after the consumer 
stage of the product's life cycle.
Extended Producer Responsibility – OECD

Triple bottom line
People, planet, profit. Social (including 
cultural), ecological and economic 
sustainability corresponds to the dimensions of 
sustainable development. Triple bottom line 
also corresponds to the dimensions of 
sustainable development.
The European Investment Bank

…terms related to sustainable development

https://www.oecd.org/environment/tools-evaluation/extended-producer-responsibility.htm
https://www.zerowaste.com/blog/what-is-zero-waste-a-guide-to-resource-recovery-and-conservation/
https://www.eib.org/en/stories/triple-bottom-line-environment


1. Take a look at Sitra's future glossary and select and copy 5 terms you
think are central to the textile and fashion sector. Think about the
reasons for your choice.

2. Take a look at the Sustainable Review glossary and select and copy 3
terms that you think are central to the textile and search for
equivalents in your language and explanations for the terms.

Sitra – Sustainability Dictionary

Sustainable Review
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Assignment:

…terms related to sustainable development

https://www.sitra.fi/en/dictionary/
https://sustainablereview.com/sustainability-101-terms-and-definitions/


Agenda 2030
❖ Agenda 2030 is an action program agreed by UN member states in 2015, which guides 

the promotion of sustainable development in the years 2016–2030.
❖ Agenda 2030's action program for sustainable development is a universal political 

document binding on all states of the world. It contains 17 broad sustainable 
development goals, each of which contains its own sub-goals.

❖ Agenda 2030 aims to eliminate extreme poverty and sustainable development, where 
the environment, economy and people are taken into account equally. Enabling equal 
development and securing the living conditions of future generations are at the center 
of all goals. The goals are strongly linked to each other, and none of them can be 
achieved at the expense of the other. The active participation of the state, decision-
makers and individual citizens is needed to achieve the goals.
UN.Agenda2030
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/


Agenda 2030, the global goals for sustainable 
development
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UN. Agenda 2030

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/


Agenda 2030 goals in the textile and clothing sector
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Assignment:

Discuss with a pair or in a small group how the goals 
of Agenda 2030 are combined with the activities of 
the textile and clothing industry. Choose at least 2 
goals of the Agenda.

Look for examples of phenomena, challenges or 
solutions.

Present the results of the discussion to the group in a 
joint discussion.



Learning materials

European Environment Agency. Sustainability  

UN. Agenda 2030

Ellen MacArthur Foundation (2023). Circular economy introduction. 

EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles (europa.eu)

A European Green Deal (europa.eu)

Sustainable Fashion Glossary
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/at-a-glance/sustainability?activeTab=07e50b68-8bf2-4641-ba6b-eda1afd544be
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/circular-economy-introduction/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_22_2015
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://www.sustainable-fashion.com/sustainable-fashion-glossary


Disclaimer:
This learning material reflects the views of the authors and the European Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information it contains.

SusTexEdu project (Education 
Partnership of Textile and 
Clothing Sector Materials & 
Sustainability, Agreement 
number 2021-1-FI01-KA220-
HED-000023002 ) was funded 
by the Erasmus+ programme 
of the European Union.

Visit the project website to 
see all the intellectual outputs 
of the project.

Photo by Teona Swift / PexelsPhoto by SusTexEdu in the University of Borås

https://www.metropolia.fi/en/rdi/rdi-projects/sustexedu-erasmus
https://www.pexels.com/photo/crumpled-cloth-in-light-studio-6850485/
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